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Aberfoyle Park High School 
 
Secondary student use of mobile phones and personal devices 

Purpose 
This policy provides direction to students, staff and families about managing personal mobile phones and other 
digital devices that students choose to bring to school. Digital devices include, but are not limited to, smartwatches, 
tablets or laptops that are not part of a separate Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) arrangement. This policy applies 
while students are at school, or attending an authorised school activity such as excursions and camps.  

The use of mobile phones and other devices needs to be consistent with the school values of respect and care and 
compassion ensuring the environment is supportive of all students and staff. 

 The school has established this policy for personal electronic devices that provides teachers, students and 
parents guidelines and instructions for their appropriate use during school hours. 

 Students and their parents or caregivers must read and understand this policy before they bring personal 
electronic devices to school. 

 The school accepts no responsibility for personal electronic devices that are lost, damaged or stolen whilst 
on school property or during school excursions, camps and co-curricular activities. 

Mobile phone use for secondary school students 
The Department for Education’s position is that secondary school aged students cannot use their mobile phones 
and personal devices at school during school hours. The department and the school recognize that there are 
legitimate reasons for students to bring a mobile phone or personal device to school. This may include: 

 to ensure their safety to and from school

 so that parents can contact them outside of school hours

At Aberfoyle Park High School, mobile phones and personal devices such as smart watches are not to be used during 
the school day. Students must switch off or put their phone in flight mode before storing them at the beginning of the 
school day. They will not be able to access their device until the end of the school day. Students should only use their 
mobile phones before entering or after leaving the school grounds. 
 

Storage of personal devices 
Upon enrolment, or at the beginning of the school year, all students will be assigned a personal, numbered Yondr 
pouch for storage of their mobile phones during the school day. It is the student’s responsibility to bring their pouch 
to school each day and ensure that it is maintained in good working order.  

The Yondr pouch remains the property of the school and it is loaned to students for the duration of their enrolment. 
Where students deliberately or willfully damage the pouch, an invoice for the replacement cost will occur. 
Manufacturing faults will result in the pouch being replaced. 

Students with smart watches must switch them to DO NOT DISTURB for the whole of the school day.  

Mobile phones, secured in Yondr pouches, should be stored in student bags or their pockets. Mobile phones should 
be switched off or set to flight mode in the pouch. 
 
At the start of the day, as students enter the school grounds, they will: 

 Turn off their phone or put them on flight mode 

 Unlock their Yondr pouch using an unlocking base, at one of the specific locations around the school 

 Place their phone in the pouch and securely close it 
 

The school requires students to keep their mobile phones in their Yondr pouches during school hours, from the 
beginning to the end of the school day. 
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At the end of the school day, as students are preparing to leave the school grounds, they will: 

 Unlock their Yondr pouch using an unlocking base at one of the specific locations around the school 

 Remove their mobile phone 

 Securely close the pouch and place it in their bag for school the next day 
 
Any student arriving late to school or leaving early will go through the locking and/or unlocking process at Student 
Services when they sign in or out respectively. Unlocking devices will be located on the Senior Floor for Senior School 
students who leave before the end of the school day. An unlocking station will be located in the Hub Community 
Library for after-hours access, including weekends. Unlocking and locking devices will be located in the canteen for 
students who need their phones to purchase food and drink. 
 
If necessary, Student Services can safely store student devices for the day. Students will be required to provide their 
student ID card at both drop the off and pick up of their devices.  

 

Exemptions 
All students must keep their mobile phone in their Yondr pouches during school hours unless granted an exemption by 
the school, under the Department of Education Policy. This also applies to school activities including excursions and 
camps. 
 
Exemptions in exceptional circumstance include, but are not limited to: 

 Monitoring or managing a medical condition 

 As an agreed adjustment for a student with disability or learning difficulties 

 Translation for students with English as an additional language or dialect 

 Where a student’s personal circumstances require ready access to their phone 
 
Exemptions for individual students to have their mobile phones and/or personal devices accessible and on, will be 
considered. An application for an exemption will be on a student by student basis. Exemption application forms are 
available here. The School’s decision about an exemption will be final. In the interests of assisting in the school’s 
decision, detailed supporting evidence is required. Conditions apply to the exemption and breaches of the conditions 
may result in the exemption being withdrawn. Approved exemptions will last for the school year. A new application 
needs to be submitted each year. Student exemptions will be flagged on DayMap. 
 
The following conditions apply to the exemption: 

 Mobile phones and mobile devices are not to infringe on the privacy of another person, including students and 
staff 

 Propagation of any form of malicious software 

 Be used to harass or bully another person, including students or staff 

 Collect, possess and/or distribute material obtained without a person’s consent, including their image 

 Send or post materials or comments that are considered to be threatening, offensive, hateful, pornographic, 
racist or incite violence 

 
Breaches of these conditions will potentially involve disciplinary action, consistent with the school discipline policy. 
 

Parent/Caregiver contact during the school day 
Whilst at school, all contact with students is to be directed through Student Services, by phoning the school on 8270 
4455. 
 

Student accountability guidelines 
Any fault and/or damage to the pouch must be reported to Student Services for it to be evaluated. 
 

Internet connection for personal devices 
Aberfoyle Park High School has a school-wide WiFi network that provides students with wireless access to all online 
learning resources and materials. All students are required to read and sign the Personal Learning and Acceptable Use 
Agreement so that they are aware of their responsibilities in using the school service.  

http://intra.aphs.sa.edu.au/web/sites/default/files/Yondr%20Exemption%20application%20form.pdf
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Students are not to use personal internet connections, such as personal hotspots, to access materials whilst in class. 
Nor should they allow other students to hotspot to their devices.  
 

Approved use of mobile phones and personal devices 
In certain circumstances, a teacher may suggest that a student can use their mobile phone and/or personal device to 
support their learning experiences; such as the use of subject-specific applications, advanced camera features, or 
audio/video recording of lesson material. In these instances, the teacher will provide a portable unlocking base from 
the library. Students are to use their device for educational purposes only, following which it must be switched off or 
put in flight mode and returned to the Yondr pouch upon completion of the task required, or at the end of the lesson. 
 
During certain events, such as excursions and camps, students may be given permission by the supervising teacher to 
access and use their personal devices for educational purposes. This is at the discretion of the teacher. 
 

Inappropriate use of mobile phones and personal devices 
Inappropriate use of mobile phones and/or personal devices will be addressed in conjunction with the following school 
policies: 

 Responsible Behaviour (to be developed) 

 Harassment and Bullying 

 Personal Learning and Acceptable Use agreement 
 
Where illegal activity occurs, police involvement may occur. 

If the student does not comply 
The following process is used when students are using mobile phones or personal devices without permission by a 

teacher/supervisor: 

 Students are sent to Student Services to secure their mobile phone in the pouch and put it into their bag or 
pocket. 

 In the event a student refuses to put their phone into the Yondr pouch, an Executive/Leader will follow up 
and contact will be made with parents/caregivers.

 The misuse of mobile phones and personal devices may result in disciplinary action, which includes but is not 
limited to internal or external suspension or exclusion depending on the nature of the misuse. 
Parents/caregivers may be asked to support the school in the student not bringing their mobile phone and 
personal device to school for a designated period of time.

 If a student repeatedly forgets to bring their pouch, further consequences may apply, such as a Take Home 
or suspension.



Non-compliance with the use of a Yondr pouch 
Step 1: Students will be given the opportunity to secure their mobile phone in their Yondr pouch in Student Services. 
A member of the leadership staff may be called to provide support. The student returns to class. 
 
Step 2: If non-compliance continues, the student will be sent to Student Services. A parent/caregiver will be notified 
and a Take Home will occur. The mobile phone will be stored at Student Services until the parent/caregiver comes 
to collect the student. A meeting will need to occur with the Year Level Leader before the student is allowed to return 
to school. 
 
Step 3: If there is persistent non-compliance, they will be suspended. A Reconnection meeting will need to occur 
before the student is allowed to return to school. 

Monitoring and Support 
It is important to build early habits in the implementation of the Yondr pouch. A successful Yondr implementation 
maintains a balance between empathy and holding students accountable. 
 
 
Initial pouch check 
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The morning after all students are issued with their pouch, school staff will conduct a pouch check. Staff will specifically 
check for intentional/inadvertent damage and forgotten pouches. 
 
Random spot checks 
In addition to the initial pouch check, school leaders will conduct random classroom pouch checks. Members of the 
school Leadership team will randomly select classrooms and open and inspect each pouch for signs of damage. All 
students will be asked to place Yondr pouches on their desk for inspection. 
 
Staff checks 
Teaching staff may conduct random spot checks during their lesson. Students will be asked to place Yondr pouches on 
their desk for inspection. Failure to do so will be taken as non-compliance with the use of a Yondr pouch. 

Roles and responsibilities 
Principal 
The Principal will: 

 Ensure this policy is clearly communicated and accessible to all students, staff and families 

 Ensure there is a process for regular review of the policy 

 Ensure secure storage is provided for student personal devices where possible to securely store their 
belongings 

 Ensure processes are in place for monitoring internet and school network use by all members of the school 
community 

 Enforce the school’s policy and responses to instances of non-compliance 

 Report and respond to incidents of inappropriate use of personal devices in line with department policy and 
procedures and any legislative requirements 

 Consider requests for exemptions from the school policy from staff, parents, adult or independent students, 
on a case-by-case basis. Make sure that approved exemptions are documented and that relevant staff are 
informed about students’ exemptions 

 Model appropriate use of mobile phones and support families to understand the importance of promoting 
safe, responsible and respectful use of mobile phones to their children 

School staff 
School staff will: 

 Deliver learning opportunities and maintain a safe and productive learning environment. Take steps to 
minimise distractions from the non-educational use of personal devices in the learning environment 

 Respond to instances of non-compliance in line with the school’s policy.  

 Report and respond to incidents of inappropriate use of personal devices in line with department policy and 
procedures and any legislative requirements 

 Make sure that any student’s personal devices that handed in for their care are stored in a secure 
location and are returned to the student (or their parent/caregiver) 

 Model appropriate use of mobile phones and personal devices and support families to understand the 
importance of promoting safe, responsible and respectful use of mobile phones and personal devices to their 
children 

 Monitor the implementation of the policy and refer students through the Behaviour Management process if 
need arises 

Students 
Students will: 

 Comply with the requirements of the school’s policy and follow all reasonable directions from the 
Principal and school staff 

 If permitted to use a mobile phone or personal device in line with this policy, do so in a safe, 
responsible and respectful way and support peers to do the same 

 Communicate respectfully with others and do not use a mobile phone or other personal device to bully, 
harass or threaten another person 

 Respect others’ rights to privacy and do not take photos, film or audio records of other people 
without their knowledge or permission 

Students are reminded that: 
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 Uploading identifiable images such as school logos, recognizable buildings/landmarks to any social 
media applications is not permitted 

 Devices must not be used to access or display material which is profane, offensive or obscene and 
any material received that is inappropriate or makes students feel uncomfortable must be reported 

 Devices with cameras are not to be used or taken into changing rooms or toilets or used in any 
situation that may cause embarrassment or discomfort to other students, staff or visitors to the 
school 

Parents/Caregivers 
Parents/Caregivers will: 

 Support the implementation of the school’s policy, including the consequences for non-compliance with the 
policy 

 Use the school’s formal communication channels in all instances to communicate with the school, including 
where a student requires early collection from school 

 Encourage their child to always report to a school staff member in the first instance if they become unwell or 
experience an issue at school 

 Recognise the important role they play in supporting their child to use their mobile phone or other personal 
device in a safe, responsible and respectful way 

 Only contact students through their mobile phones outside of school hours. In the case of an emergency 
contact Student Services to ensure that school procedures are followed in the interests of student safety 
and ensuring duty of care requirements. 

Communication and review 
 This policy has been consulted through Student Voice, staff and the Governing Council

 The policy will be accessible on the school website

 Policy to be reviewed in Term 4 2023 and each year thereafter

Supporting information 
Further information can be found on the school’s website in relation to the policies relating to student use of mobile 

phones and personal devices such as: 

 School discipline policy

 Bullying and harassment policy

 Student Electronic Device Use and Responsible Network Access User Agreement


